REASONS 


FOR THE 


Paſſing of the BI L L 


FOR THE 


More Efftetual Suppreſling 


Elice & Jan— 


Humbly Offer'd to 


Both Houſes of Parliament. 
| wA 


—_—— 


LOND 0N 


Printed by W. Downing in St. Bartholomew's- 
Cloſe near Weſt-Smithfield, 1699. 


/ 


(('S}) 


——_—— 


REASONS 


Paſſing of the BILL 


FOR THE 
More Effeftual Suppreſling 


Vice and Immorality, &:. - 


NE would think it ſhould be a needlefs 
Undertaking in a Chriſtian State, to give 

Reaſons for the Paſling of a Bill which 

ic is ſcarcely poſſible for any Man- that would 
be accounted a Chriſtian to offer,the leaſt Reaſon 
againſt, But the common Degeneracy in this - 
Age and Nation is, become ſuch as-is hardly to 
be parallell'd in any Hiſtory. Therefore crave 
leave to lay before the Members of this Honou- 
rable Houſe fuch Coniderations as, I humbly 
conceive, will incline them to believe it not. a 
thing indifferent, whether this Bill ſhall pals, or 
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And firft, if we conſider the Character which. 
the Sins of HncleanneſS do bear in Holy Wric, it 
is plain that thoſe who-will own this to be a Re- 
velation from God, muſt think them: to be of. 
the moſt criminal Nature, and ſuch as will ſub-. 
jc thoſe, who live in: the: Practice of ſuch Sins, 
ro eternal Damnation ; from which nothing can 
fave them- but Repemtance and Amendment of - 
Life. I will ſele& but one or two of thoſe Texts 
out of the many that might be produc'd to this: 
purpoſe. The Apoſtle tells us, Heb. xiii. 4. 
That Whoremongers and Adulterers God will judge. 
And-leſt any ſhonld'be dehnded into falſe Hopes . 
or {light Thoughts of this Matter, by the Sophi- 
ſry of prophane Wits, he warns us all, Eph. v. 6. 
1 Cor. vi. 9. Let no/ Mim deceive you with Vam 
Words, afluring ir for a certain Truth, that neither 
Formicators, nor Adnlterers, nor Effeminate Perſons, 
nor Abuſers of themſelves with Mankind; ſhall Inherit 
the Kingdom of God. And therefore does feriouſly 
exhorc thoſe he writes to, to-Mortifie thew Mem- 
bers which are upon the Earth ; Fornication, Wnclean- 
-nefs, evil Concupiſcence ; for which Sims, he 'tells-us, 
Gol. iii. 5. the Wrath of God cometh upon the Chil- 
«dren of Diſobedience. 
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And indeed one may cafily conclude there is: 
a-greater Contrariety to the Will of God in thoſe . 
Sins, than moſt ochers, from thjs, that the very 
Approaches to H{ncleannef# are more nicely guard- 
od than ro-any other kind of Vices.. Ir is only 
by. the. Eye, the Hand, or the Ear, that this Devil 
can enter into the Soul; and if either che very 
Right-Fye, or Right-Hand, ſhould offer to betray 
us, our great Law-giver ftrictly commands the 
one to be pluckt out, and the other to be cut off; 
and backs ic with this Reaſon, thart it js a piece 
of Yiolence- moſt highly -profirable chat theſe 
Members ſhould rather periſh,. chan "that the- 
whole Body ſhould be caft into Hell, Matt. 5. 
29, ” And then.as for the Eyil Communica«- 
tion from the T Ie, which above all, does cor = - 
rupt zood Mamers, the Apoſtle ftriftly * commands, . 
That Fornication, and all Uncleannefs Em wot be ſo, 
much as once. Named amongſt us as -becometh Saints, 
Epheſ. 5: 3. And adds, verl. 4. Neither Filthineſs, 
nor fooliſh Talking, nor Jeſting which are not couventent : 
An A on. which I cannor but wiſh all 
Chriſtians would ſeriouſly conſider, and then 0b=- 
ſeenity- would not pals, as jt does with coo many, 
for a Jeſt, and filthy Talk would be Baniſht our. 
of all Converſation. © © 4 | 
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And why a heavier Damnation, and a ſtricter 
Caution ſhould be given againſt theſe Sins than 
any other, will not _ ſtrange to any one that 
reflects upon. the fatal te nn of thele 
Crimes, as well with refpect to our condition in 
this World, as in the World which is to come. 
As to the World to come, the Texts already cited 
do ſufficiently ſhew that,Excluſion ſrom the Pre- 
ſence of God, and the Kingdom of Heaven; to- 
gether with a fearful Doom to -the dreadful 
Miſeries of another Place, will be the certain 
Doom, of ſuch Sinners; and the Reaſon'is plain 
ro any-.one that, has right apprehenſions of the 
Holineſs of God, and of the Purity of Heaven. -. 
A Soul debaſed with inordinate Luſt, is there- 
by ſo unqualified for Communion with,.God, 
chat at FA, could, not. but {ce it.; who there- 
' fore requir'd that all who would be admitted to 
their Myſteries, ſhould farſt be Purg'd with ſuch 
Rites as they, Inſticuted for thar;purpole. ; They 
were {enſible it. was: not for the Honour, of their 
Gods, that Men who were not throughly' diſtin- 
guiſh'd from Beafts, ſhould come to. keep them 
company. How much more ſtrictly; then. will,ir 
be requird.by the Author of, our Salyarion, wha 
has deſign'd us for the Blelſed Effate.in-which. we 
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are to be like him, and with him, that whoſoever 
has any hope of this ſhould purifie himſelf as be is 
pure. | 

And indeed, as there is an utter Antipathy 
between aSenſual and a Divine Mind, and there- 
fore, as Bleſſed are the pure in Heart, for they ſhall 
fee God; ſo on the contrary, conſider Heaven, and 
you will find from the Nature of the thing, as 
well as from the Teſtimony of Scripture, that 
into that place no Unclein thing can enter. Light 
and Darkneſs, Heaven and Hell, are not at a 
wider diſtance then Purity and Uncleanneſs ; ſo 
that there is a natural Impoſſibility that a Soul 
fhould be Saved fo crow indiſpoled atid* un- 
qualified for ir. - | 

Nor are the Conſequences of the Sins of Un- 
'cleanneſs leſs fatal ro Mankind, with reſpe& to this 
Life ; and this under what Capacity foever we 
conſider them, whether in their private Gapa- 
city, or with reſpect: to their Families, or to the 
Publick Society. 

And 1}, as to- their private Concerns, let the 
Experience of all Men in all Ages, give in its Te- 
ſtimony, 'and they would: fee nor only in Scri- 
= how the wileſt and ſtrongeſt of Men have 

een overcome, and ruin'd. "ham_—_ 
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Luſt, bat they wou'd find much of the ſame in 
other Books. Or if they are not givento read- 
ing, if they wou'd but look about them in the 
World, eſpecially in ſuch an Age as this is, they 
cannot but ſee a multitude of {ad Examples of 
thoſe that have been. ruind in_ like manner. 
Alas! how often do we. our ſelves ſee that Ob» 
ſervation of the Wiſe-Man verify'd to a tittle. 
Prov. .6. 26. that by means of a whoriſh Woman a 
Man is brought to a piece. of Bread ; And that the 
Adultereſs hunts far the precious Life. The whole 
ſeventh Chapter alſo contains moſt admirable Ob- 
ſervations to this purpoſe z amongſt which 
the 22,-23, 26, and. 27, Verſes, are exceeding 
emphatical: There it is ſaid of a ſtrange Wo- 
man_ (lo the Scripture calls the Woman that is 
not a Man's own Wife; but there i is eſpecially 
ſpoken of a Street-walker) ſuch a one meeting 
with a Young-man void of Underſtanding, be goes 
after ber ſtraitway, as an Oxe goeth to the Slaughter, 
or 4s a Fool to the Correftion of the Stocks, till a 
Dert ſtrike through his Liver, as a Bird baſteth to 
the Snare, aud knoweth. not that. it is for its Life. 
For ſhe hath caſt - down many wounded, yea, many 
flrong Mex have been flain by ber. Fer Fdauſe is the 
way to Hell, going down to the Chambers of- Death: 
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2. Next, conſider how” Families are affe&ed - 
with the ill Conſequents of: this ' Vice, and' we 
fhall find that avcking does ſo fatally deſtroy 
the Peace, the Intereſt, and the Succeſſion thereof, 
as the Sins-of Uncleannels. "And as to the Peace 
and' Comfort of Families, I dare appcal to the 
very Whoremongers and Adulterers, whether 
they themſelves would” reſent any thing as a 
higher Injury, and be more diſturb'd upon any 
account, than to have their own Wives or Daugh- 
ters debauchd. And indeed, it is obſervable, 
That thoſe very Perſons who are moſt Infamous 
themſelves for Corrupting of other Mens Wives 
and Daughters, are alwaysthe moſt Impatient and 
Outragious, when-ever thoſe Misfortunes happen. 
tro the Diſhonour of them, and their own Families. 
The Intereſt alſo of the ſame is moſt highly 
contend both in the Chaſticy of the Wife, and 
of the Husband : Of the Wife, eſpecially in great 
Families, ſince if her Chaſtiry be nor preſerv'd, 
the Husband's Eftate is in danger to 4 {wept 
away from his own natural Off-ſpring. And then, 
as to the Husband, I believe ic will be as foon 
granted as propos d, that a Gentleman canavith 
the third of that Charge maintain a Virtuous 
Waſte, a her Family, as a Whore, and her {pu- 
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rious Mſue; The reaſon; is; the-Defires of the 
one are reaſonable-and regular, and conſequently 
ſatisfy'd with moderate Expences ; the Appetites' 
of the other are Looſe, Extravagant, and Bound- 
leſs, and never to be ſufficiently Gratify'd. | Be- 
ſides, the Wife reckons ſhe fpends. of her own, 
and if ſhe exceeds, her own Children are like 
to ſuffer for it. But for the ftrange Woman, ſhe 
is uſually like a Soldier, that lives at diſcretion in 
the Enemies. Country, She Hates, -and believes 
ſhe is hated, for ſhe knows there is reaſon for 
it. Beſides, ſhe cannot forget ſhe has a ſeperate 
Intereſt . from the Family. of her Paramour, and 
therefore her buline(s is to (ell her ſelf as dear as 
the can; and if he gives her all that he has, it 
is leſs.valuable chan what ſhe has given him. 


| Mooxeover,:poſiibly [ſhe -has Children by him. 


Ef not, yetarleaft ſhe muſt provide. for 'Old Age, 
All this while 1 am ſpeaking but -of one {ingle 
Concubine, which no Lawleſs Man can content 
himſelf with, no more than he can with.one Wike, 
And if he has many drawing upon hin toge- 
ther, they will have ſooner' done their Work, 
whish is to Beggar him and his Family.. Such 
infinite reaſon, with refpect/'to the Intereſt of Fa- 
mulics, had the'Wiſe-Man for that Caiitinn As, 
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Prov. 5.10; Renove thy way fur from the" firange 


Woman, and come not" nigh the Door of her Hovſe, 
leaſt Strangers be fill d"with" thy Wealth, and thy La- 
bours be in the Houfe of d' Stranger. © =o 
Bur then if we confider, how the Sncceſſions of 
Families ' are often extinguiſh'd by means of a 
Whoriſh Woman ; and in what a terrible man- 
ner alſo' this commonly happens, .che laſt and 
only Hopes' of many Families being cut off ina 
ſenſeleſs impious Duel, fought upon the acconnr 
of ſome Lewd Strumpet ( the. moſt uſual Occa- 
ſion thereof) this indeed is a Confideration that 
does not only bring down the Gray Hairs of 'the 
unhappy Parents, with Sorrow 'to "the Grave, bur 
does alſo ſtrike all that hear it with Horror, as 
well upon that ſcore, as with reſpeCt to the fear- 
ful Sentence at God's Tribunal, which the mis 
ſcrable Debauchee is gone to receive, © 
Nor is it to be paſs d by as unworthy a ſerious 
Reflection, that chough the utter Extin@ion of 


; Noble Families does not every day happen on this 


occaſion ; yet every day we may ſee what Crafie 

and Sickly Conſtitutions are ro many Succeffions 

derived down from the invenom'd Seed ob one 

or other of the vitious Parents ro their Innocent 

Children';” fo that it were happy for them, if che 
; B 2 
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Succeſſion had ſaoner faild, and they_ bad. neyes 
ſeen the Sun, Oh therefore that Men wou'd 
weigh this, that tho' the Lips. of @ ſtrange Woman 
drop as the Honey-Comb, and ber Mouth is ſmoother 
than Oil ;. yet her End is bitter as Wormwood, ſharp 
as a two-edg d Sword. Her Feet go down to Death, 
her Steps. take hold on Hell, Prov. 5.3, 4, 5: 

And now laſtly, as to thoſe. Maſchiefs to the 
Publick occaſion'd frequently by the Sins of Un- 
cleanneſs ;, without recurring to Hiſtory, either 
Sacred or- Prophane, (both which give us the 
Accounts of moſt bloody Wars, and utter Deſo- 
lation brought upon whole Countries on the 
{core of a Strumper, or an Adultrels, and of 
the Divine Vengeance upon whole Nations for 
Crimes of this Nature, when become univer- 
fally prevalent.) I ſhall content my ſelf with 
laying before You thoſe fad and fearful Effeas 
nþ Lewdneſs, which may fall under our own Ob- 
{ervation at this Day, to. the very Country we + 
now. live in. 

| And. it is. not an inconſiderable Evil to the 
Publick, that ſo many Hundred Perſons are Yearly 
Executed, ſome for Murthers, others for Robberies, 
others for Theft and Buzglary ; the greateſt part 
of wham, upon Enquiry, will be found to "0k 
cen. 
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| been entangled in the Snares of Lewd Women, or- 
they had never brought their Heads into an Hal- 
tar. 'And-it was but the laſt-Seſſions that I was 
my ſelf amaz'd to fee ſo many Young-Men, in 
the very Bloom of their Years, receive the Sen- 
tence- of Death for the Crimes now mentioned. 
And ſpeaking of ir, with-Concern, to one. of 
the Judges, he told me it has beer-his Obſerva- 
tion, ſince he came upon the Bench, That Whore- 
dom has generally been the firſt Occaſion of thar | 
which brought them, to their unhappy © End. 
For theſe Perſons being ſtrongly addicted to - 
their Luſts, and yer of none, or of broken For- 
tunes, thoſe lewd Women whom they Aﬀociate 
themſelves withal, force them upon thoſe violenc 
means to feed their Luſts, which terminate thus 
in. their utter Ruin. "Mx. 

But the grand Miſchief and Bane of all co the 
Publick, as well as the high Diſhonour to God, 
which ariſes from an Adictedneſs to. the Sins of - 
Uncleannefs, is Atheiſm and Infidelity. 

Now the Acheift is that Leviathan that taketh 
his Paſtime upon the Earth... He knows no. 
Law but his own Will, and therefore indulgerh 
himſelf in any Wickedneſs that he can ſafely 
commit ; Adulteries, Murther, Oppreſſion, and what- - 
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3 WY bl Ly] Io 231 © of thar is riots fls 
Aagitzous, and- highly ' miſchievous,” he” perpe- 
trates to. choole, He deviſeth "Miſchief upon ' his 
Bed; -he ſetteth himſelf iz no _gaod way, neither doth 
he abhor any thing that . is Evil.” He ſlaytth thi 
W, idow, and the Stran 7er, ind murthers the Father- 
leſs; yet be ſays, the Lord ſhall not fee, neither ſhall 
the God of Jacob regard it, Pal. 94. 6, 7. 

...” Thus is, the, {thei like fome wild and ſavage 
Beat, which ravages and deſpoils the whole 
Volſenage round 5; 200 him. Bur after he has 
perpetrated: ſome horrible Villany, if you will 
take the pains to trace the mighty and miſchie-" 
vous, Monſter | back' to his Kennel, you will al- 
ways lodge him in' the Bed of Luſt. Ir is there 
he firſt ſucker in, and was nouriſhd up in ſavage 
Principles; Ir is, thence. be jNJues out, the Miſ- 


chiet and Terror-,of all "within ' his Compals. 
"And if you defire - tro know why a ſtrong and 
habitual Addidtedneſs. to unlawful Pleaſures 
ſhould fo fatally, and almoſt inevitably fix Men 
in Atheiltical, Prigciples ; the Reaſon, is, thar 
Senfuality and Filthineſs do, of all other Sins, 
ſend up ſuch grols and foul Exhalations as will 
ſoqneſt, intercept gur View of Heaven. Beſides, 
thcle do flag the: Wings of a tHitiklng, _y 
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Mind, ſo that-cherPoaters rand Faculges/of: che 
Soul can never riſe higher than Senſe and; Mat- 
rer. They ſo defile and muddy the Mind, phat 
ir can take in'noSparitual and Divige de#s, which 
can be throughly: imprelſed. only wplemgre ack 
unſullied Intellect. 

And if fo, it an Evil ſo highly miſchievous 
ro Publick- Socioties, as well as the Souls:of Men, 
does derive. irs Beitip,and all its Forgdy from :ube 
Sins. of Hncleameſs;- ir ought then to be the cfpe- 
cial Care of all Civil Societies to deſtroy the Dam 
chat nouriſhes. and breeds up ſo foul 2 Monſter. 
Principiis obſta will be:a | Maxind to allwell> 

overn'd States ; /and* chercfote - tor ftrahgle- ſo 
Fuitful a Parent of Miſchief, as Senſual Luſts ap- - 

pear to be, does infinitely become CC 
OF. OUR! NATION twin | 
 Infliort; we art;ov/at; te fin yprofes-:on: 
ſeives'to'be Chriſtians; and as: the very proginal 
Deſign and Yoke of Chriſtianity was to- 
ms, nothing more than to extinguiſh the Luſts  - 
of Concupiſcence which did reign in the Gentiles, who. 
knew not God, 1 Thell: iv. 5. So we may as well 
renounce our Chriſtianity ig ſelf,- as give a Na- 
tional Favour;-and ptiblick Allowance to theſe 

Enormities; as the not paſſing of this Bill will, 
[: 


— 


I 

I fear;by many, both at Home and Abroad, be 
interpreted no leſs. 91 

One thing is moſt certain, That'no Man can 
be againſt ir upon the Account of: Rehgion; - for 
the' Suppreſſion of che Vices of Uncleannefs is a 
part of Chriſtianity, which Chriſtians of all De- 
nominations, if true to their Principles, can freely 
.come up to. . Ir is not here as in diſputed Mar- 
ters of Religion, with reſpe&t ro which all are 
not agreed how far ic may be fir for the ſecular 
Powers to interpoſe. But as all Parties of 
Chriſtians will conſent to have Immorality re- 
ſtrained ; So the Immorality that. is to be re- 
ſtrain'd by this Bill, by the: Verdi& of expreſs 
Scripture, comes under the Cognizance of the Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate; It is an bemous Crime, yea, it is an 
Iniquity to be puniſhed by the Judges, Job. 31. 11. 
And that the Judges may have Law to Punilh it by, 
is the Thing we Þumdly deſire of our Legiſlators. 


